FLY,   FLY,   FLY  AGAIN
Again I heard with despondent discomfort the voice of a man
who did not know the man with whom he had to deal. If Hitler
was going to meet Chamberlain half-way next time, I tol$ my
companions, it was certainly not from compassion for his age. It
was to speed up the drama.
Four years earlier, on a June night in 1934, in a little Rhineland
town — it may interest you to know the name of that town, Godes-
berg — Hitler had given the order for the mass execution of hun-
dreds of political enemies of all ages and in all camps, and among
them was a certain • General von Kahr, who was seventy-eight
years old and whose only crime was that in 1923, eleven years
before that, he had suppressed Hitler's first attempt to march on
Berlin.
At the age of seventy-eight General von Kahr, who had long
been living in retirement, was taken out and shot. Hitler did not
spare him that journey, on account of his age.
Mr. Chamberlain was always taken by surprise. I don't know
what analysis of the situation Sir Horace Wilson had given him,
or anybody else. I can say this, quite certainly. Any experienced
member of the British diplomatic service, any experienced foreign
correspondent, could have told Mr. Chamberlain, months and
years before, exactly what Hitler wanted, exactly what he would
threaten.
For my part I wrote it in a book which was published six
months before that day, and in dispatches and private reports
years before. I was one of scores who had been saying this for
years. Then why did Mr, .Chamberlain not know what was com-
ing, why was he always surprised? I have already given the
answer. If you are a tailor you cannot expect to make boots, you
must order them from a bootmaker. If you want to deal in foreign
affairs you must learn them.
But, for that matter, read what Chamberlain said — Chamber-
lain! — more than two years earlier, on April ist, 1936:
What attitude shall we take if Austrian independence be
threatened or destroyed, whether by an attack from outside
or by a revolution fostered and supported from outside, like
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